EARTHQUAKES to Come by Kenneth Herrmann!
Earthquakes are to become more numerous and increasingly severe. 
Not only in California but perhaps where YOU live. 
Your safety in any event is assured i f you have this protection.

PASADENA, Calif., July 21, 1952, 4:52 a.m. The earth trembled slightly; then came another light quiver. What happened next roused some 5 million people of the Los An​geles area from their sleep and sent a number of frightened inhabitants into the streets. Plate glass windows in the downtown district cracked, burglar alarms sounded their warning, and in the background church bells began to ring.

"Nature" had struck again! The strongest earthquake in 30 years shook the entire state. The village of Tehach​api near the center of the quake was dealt the severest blow. Twelve dead, scores injured, property damage in the millions.

What Causes Earthquakes?

Who or what is the cause of this freak of "nature"? Aristotle, Greek philoso​pher of the fourth century B.C., believed that winds blowing in subterranean cav​erns caused the earth to be shaken.

Today the commonly taught and per​haps partially correct theory is that as the interior of the earth cools, it becomes somewhat smaller causing the rigid sur​face portion to adjust, fitting itself to the smaller interior. These adjustments take place along fissures in the earth's crust called faults. Movement may take place either horizontally or vertically or both.

The noted San Andreas fault of the West Coast, which early reports con​sidered the probable cause of the recent quake, runs the entire length of the state. The land on the west side of this fault tends to move northward in rela​tion to the region on the east side. The movement at the fault takes place at un​predictable intervals when sufficient tension has been built up. Displacements of up to 20 feet took place in the earth​quake which destroyed San Francisco in 1906. Yet the damage done by an earth​quake is due to the recurrent shock waves traveling through the earth's crust rather than the total distance of dis​placement. The actual shaking of the solid earth by these damaging shock waves is generally measured in fractions of an inch and becomes disastrous when approaching a full inch.

The reason comparatively little dam​age was done in the Los Angeles dis​trict in the recent quake is that it as​sumed a rolling motion, with movement in all directions rather than a series of shocks from one direction.

The immediate cause of earthquakes, we might be safe in saying, is the earth's adjusting itself and releasing tensions in its surface zone. The cause for these ten​sions is assumed to be the cooling and shrinking of the interior of the earth. This may be partly true but it is not the

whole answer!

Bible Incidents Show Origin
of Earthquakes

Numerous Bible incidents show the direct connection of God with these earth movements. Israel's departure from Egypt was accompanied by quakes which caused mountains to move (Psalms 114). There is archaeological evidence that the walls of Jericho collapsed when a properly timed shock occurred.

God's anger is frequently expressed by shaking the inhabitants with the earth (Isaiah 5:25). Lebanon and Sirion (Hermon) of Palestine are made to tremble at His commands (Psalms 29:6). Thus the Scriptures reveal God as the One responsible for the solid earth trembling. beneath our feet. You and I know this today and the world will know it tomorrow for "they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of His majesty, when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth" (Isaiah 2:19). They will not attribute to "nature" that which originates with God!

Why Should Christians Fear?

Knowing that it is God who shakes the earth, what right have you to fear for your safety? You call God your Fa​ther and He is, providing of course, that

you have been obedient to Him (Matt.

12:50).

In a purely physical sense all people are God's children, being descendent from Adam who was God's son (Luke 3:38); a created son.

But in the spiritual sense, only those who obey God, who have repented of former disobedience and have received

His Spirit are His sons and only these have the promise of safety.

Our Part in Time of Danger While our safety is assured, we do

have a part to play in it. We are told to watch and pray that we may escape all these things (Luke 21:36). Yes, earth​quakes ( v. 11) , as well as famine, pesti​lence, and persecution are mentioned as a thing which we are to watch for and be protected from. We must put our life in God's hands to preserve or take as He should choose.

In addition to watchfulness and prayer, action may also be our duty. Note that when Jerusalem is surrounded by armies, those Christians in Judaea (v. 21) are to flee to the mountains. We often have to do that which is in our power to assure our safety.

Here are a few simple rules God ex​pects you to follow when a severe earth​quake occurs:

(1) If in a large building do not run into the streets. Injury from falling brick and stone is much more likely than the remote chance of the whole building collapsing.

(2) A doorway is a safer place than the middle of the room. Falling plaster or light fixtures can cause painful in​juries.

(3) Leave broken electric lines, or buildings in danger of collapse to those who are qualified to deal with them.

This much it is reasonable that God expects you to do. Leave the rest with Him. He knows about the earthquake; He knows where you are and has a guardian angel beside you. Yes, Christ gave us a promise, "I am with you al​ways, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:20).

Injury, sickness, persecution, suffering and even death may come upon you but not without His knowledge and express consent. Consider the case of job. Could you say the words he did, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him:"? (Job 13:15). And why couldn't you?

An Event That Will Shake This World

An astonishing account of an event in the near future lies between the lines of the 14th chapter of Zechariah.

As Christ returns to this earth, to the very same place He left it (Acts 1: 9​12), His feet shall stand upon the Mount of Olives, approximately 5 miles east of Jerusalem, and, "the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west" (Zech. 14:4). This Mount will become two mountains and a valley will separate them (v. 4,5). How are we to under​stand this? Will an open chasm be formed between these two mountains and if so how could it be termed a valley?

Another section of Palestine seems to give an answer that fits like the last piece of a jigsaw puzzle. The Jordan Valley as a whole is a wedge shaped block up to 10 miles wide which has dropped down from its original position as much as 5000 feet in places. Some time in the earth's history a movement in the earth's crust tended to pull the land of Palestine into two sections. In​stead of a chasm forming in the gap be​tween, this wedge shaped segment dropped into its present position form​ing the Jordan Valley.

This could easily be the explanation. At Christ's return the Mount of Olives would split along an east-west line and a valley would form between the two mountains as the middle section lowered itself to form the floor of the valley. The event would certainly be accom​panied by an earthquake as Zech. 14:5

implies by referring to one in the time of King Uzziah of Judah. Its magnitude would depend upon the purpose of God in causing it to occur.

Earthquakes, perhaps less severe, to precede this final one are prophecied in Isaiah 29:6 as a punishment and warn​ing to those in Jerusalem who refuse to turn to Him.

The event of Christ's return will cer​tainly shake this world and the accom​panying earthquake to form a valley across Palestine might well do the same.

The True Significance of Earthquakes

War, famine, pestilence and earth​quakes are signs to precede the arrival of Christ as world ruler. Each war, each famine, each earthquake, then, is a way​mark in the path the world must follow before it can have peace. Our acceptance of these signs ought to be with under​standing, not with fear.

The heathen, Jeremiah says, are dis​mayed at the signs in the heavens, (jet. 10:2) but not God's people.

To us, earthquakes, flying saucers, rumors of war are the signs of an ap​proaching event, one which we await with joy, not fear. All who call them​selves Christian ask for this event; "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven" (Mart. 6:10).

.

Earthquakes are a sign that that time is drawing near.

To those of you who have yet to be​come begotten Sons of God, these signs are a warning of trouble ahead. A warn​ing to forsake idols and religious prac​tices which have their origin in pagan​ism. To forsake these heathen ways and turn to your Creator for His protection. To become His Son by receiving His Spirit so that you also may call Him your Father and trust in Him.

Then you may believe as David did that, "A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked" (Psalms 91:7,8).
